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RULES AND REGULATIONS 


FOR THE 


GOVERNMENT OF THE SENATE. 


ырен ы e о «р э Ф ---- 


Resolved, That the following rules be adopted for the government 
of the Senate, until otherwise ordered. 

1. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Senate 
without leave of absence. unless he be sick and unable to attend. 

2, When any member is about to speak in debate, or deliver any 
matter to the Senate, he shall rise from his seat, and without ad- 
vancing, shall, with due respect, address “Мт. President;”’ confining 
himself strictly to the point in debate and avoid all indecent and 
disrespectful language. 

3. No member shall speak more than twice on the same subject, 
without leave of the Senate: nor more than once until every mem- 
ber choosing to speak, shall have spoken. 

4. A question being once determined, must stand as the judgment 
of the Senate and cannot, during the same session, be drawn again 
into debate. 

5. While the President is reporting or putting any question, none 
shall entertain private discourse, read, stand up, walk into, out of, 
or cross the Senate Chamber. 

6. No member shall vote on any question, in the result of which 
he is immediately and personally interested. 

7. Every member who shall be present when any question is put, 
or vote taken, shall be counted on one side or the other, 

8. A motion for the second reading, and a motion for committing 
the bill, may be submitted at the same time; but the question upon 
these motions shall be put separately if required by any member. 

9. Any member may call for a division of the question, which 
shall be divided if it comprehend propositions so distinct in sub- 
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stance that one being taken away, а substantive proposition shall 
remain for the decision of the Senate: and a motion to strike out 
being lost shall preclude neither amendment, nor a motion to Insert. 
nora motion to strike out and insert. 

10, The Clerk of the Senate shall net sutfer any records or papers 
fo be taken from the table or ont of his custody, by any person ex- 
sept achairman of a committee; but he may deliver any hill or 
papers directed to be printed, to the printer of the Senate, or to any 
member of the Senate on taking his receipt for the same. 

11. A majority of Senators shall be necessary to proceed to busi- 
ness; two members may adjourn and three may order a call of the 
Senate, send for vbsentees, and make any order for their censure or 
discharge. Ona call of the Senate, the doors shall not be closed 
against any member, until his name shall have been once enrolled. 

12, When the Senate adjourns eaeh day, every member shall keep 
his seat till the President leaves the chair. 7 

13. The Journal of the Senate shall be daily drawn up by the 
Clerk, and after being examined by the President, shall be read 
the succeeding day; 1 shall be printed under the supervision of 

„the Clerk and delivered to members without delay. 

14. If any question be put upon a bill or resolution, the President 
shall state the same, but without argument. 

-15. No question shall be debated until it has been propounded by 
the chair and then the mover shall have the right to explain his 
views, in preference to any other member. 

16. When the President is putting a question any member who 
has not spoken before to the matter, may speak to the question be- 
fore the negative is put. 

17. Every question shall be first put in the affirmative and then 
in the negative ; each member present shall vote on every question, 
and the President shall declare whether the yeas or nays have it; 
which declaration shall stand as the judgment of the Senate unless 
a member call for a division, in which event the President shall 
divide the Senate. 

18. During any debate any Senator, though he has spoken to the 
matter, may rise and speak to the orders of the Senate, if they be 
transgressed, in case the President do not, but if the President 
stands тір at any tine, he is first to be heard, and while he is up 
members must keep their seats. 

19. When a bill or resolution of the House of Delegates is passed 
or rejected by the Senate, the fact of its passage or rejection, with 
the bill or resolution, shall then be communicated to the House of 
Delegates. 
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20. АП bills or other business originating in the Senate, shall be 
desnatched in the order in which they are introduced; and all bills 
and resolutions sent from the House of Delegates, shall be des- 
patched in the order in which they are sent, unless in either case 
the Senate direct otherwise. 

21. АП bills originating in the Senate, shall be read on three 
several days; and in case they be of a general nature they shall be 
о after their first reading. 

22. Bills and resolutions originating in the House of Delegates. 
and not requiring immediate action, shall be read the first time 
when received, and be referred to their appropriate committees, 
unless the Senate direct otherwise. 

98. No Senate bill shall be committed or amended until it has 
been twice read; and no bill shall be amended after its third read- 
ing, except by the unanimous consent of the Senate. 

24. Joint resolutions shall lie on the table one day at least after 
they are introduced. 


25. The yeas and nays on any question, shall, at the desire of 


five members, be entered оп the journal, and any member may enter 
a protest on the journal upon the determination of any question. 
After the yeas and nays shall have been taken, and before they are 
counted or entered on the journal, the Olerk shall read over the 
names of those who voted in the affirmative and those who voted in 
the negative, at which time any member shall have the right to 
correct any mistake committed in enrolling his name. 

26. Upon a call for the previous question, no member shall speak 
more than five minutes. Unless such call be seconded by five 
members, indicated by rising, the President shall put no question; 
but, if so sustained, a question shall immediately be put to thir 
effect: “Shall the main question be now риё?” If, on this ques- 
tion, a majority of the Senate vote in the negative, the pending 
question shall be open for debate or amendment; but, if a majority 
of the Senate vote in the affirmative, the President shall thereupon 
put the pending question; and all incidental questions of order. 
arising after a motion for the previous question is made, and pend- 
ing such motion, shall be decided, whether an appeal or not, 
without debate. 

27. When a question is pending. no motion shall be received but 
to adjcurn, for the previous question, to lie on the table, to post- 
pone indefinitely, to adjourn the question to a different day, to 
commit or amend, which several motions shall have precedence in 
the order in which they are arranged. 

98. If words be spoken in debate that give offence, exceptions 
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thereto shall be taken the same day, and be stated in writing; and 
such case, if the words be decided by the President or by the Sen- 
ate, upon an appeal, to be offensive, and they be not explained or 
retracted by the member who uttered them, he shall besubject to 
such action as the Senate shall deem necessary. 

29, At the commencement of each session the following commit- 
tees shall be appointed: 

Т. A committee on Privileges and Elections, to Т of not less 
than three ner more than five embers, 

П. A committee on Courts of Justice and General Laws, to con- 
sist of not less than three nor more than five members. ` 

ІП. A eommittee on Finance and Claims, to consist of not less 
than three nor more than five members, 

IV. A committee on Banks and Corporations, to consist of not 
less than three пот more than five members. 

Y. А comimiltee on Township and County Organization and Mu- 
nicipal Corporativns, to consist of not less than three nor more than 
five members. 

VI. A committee on Military Atfairs, to consist of not less than 
three nor more than five members. 

ҮП. А eomiittee on Internal Improvements and Navigation, to 
consist of not less than three пот more than five members, 

VIII. X committee on Edueation, to consist of not less than 
three ner more than five members. 

ІХ. Joint committees, to consist of three members, On Executive 
Expenditures; On the Library; To examine the Auditor's office, 
Treasurer's aceounts, and bonds of Publie Officers. 

X. A committee on Enrolled Bills, to consist of three members. 

XI. A committee to examine the Clerk’s office, to consist of three 
members. 

80. The Standing Committees shall be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, unless the Senate direct otherwise, and each committee shall 
appoint its own Chairman. 

31. The several Committees shall in all cases, report whether 
other cases, comprised within the principle of the matter referred, 
шау arise, and if a bill be ordered, it shall provide for all such 
vases, and upon any matter referred. the Committee shall have 
power to report by bill. 

82. Select Committees shall not consist of less than three nor 
more than Буе members, unless the Senate direct otherwise. 

88. The Committee on Privileges and Elections shall report in all 
cases of privilege or contested elections, the principles and reasons 
on which their resolutions are founded. 
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34. The Committee on Privileges and Elections shall examine the 
oaths taken by each member and the evidences of their election, 
and report to the Senate. 

85. To the Committee on Courts of Justice and General Laws. 
shall be referred all resolutions, propositions and grievances, and 
other matters of a general nature, not properly referable to апу 
other committee. 

86. When the yeas and nays are ordered, or a call of the Senate 
is directed, the names of the members shall be called in alphabeti- 

cal order. 

87. The President may calla Reni to the chair, who shall ex- 
ercise its functions for the time; but no member by virtue of such 
appointment, shall preside fora Ies time than three days. 

88. The order of business for each day shall be to read the Jour- 
nal, to dispose of communications from the House of Delegates, or 
the executive, to receive reports of Standing Committees, for which 
purpose they shall be called by the Clerk, to receive the reports 
from the Select Committees, to act upon unfinished business of the 
preceding day, and then to take up and act upon the bills and res- 
olutions in the order in which they have been reported or introdu- 
ced, unless the Senate direct otherwise. 

39. Before reading each bill the Clerk shall announce whether it 
is the first, second or third time of reading the bill. 

40. Any person contesting the election of a member returned to 
serve in the Senate will be entitled to receive his wages only from 
the day on which such person is declared duly elected. 

41. No Senator shall be taken into custody by the Sergeant-at- 
Arms on any complaint of breach of privilege, until the matter is 
examined by the Committee on Privileges and Elections and re- 
ported to the Senate; unless by order of the President of the Senate. 

49, No petition of a private nature having been once rejected 
shall be acted on a second time, unless it be supported by new evi- 
dence nor shall any such petition after a third disallowance be again 
acted on. The several clerks of committees shall keep alphabetical 
lists of all such petitions, specifying the sessions at which they were 
presented, and the determination of the Senate thereon, and shall 
deliver the original petitions to the Clerk of the Senate to be pre- 
served in his office. 

48. No petition shall be reeeived claiming a sum of money or 
praying the settlement of unliquidated accounts unless it be accom- 
panied with a certificate or disallowance from the Executive or 
Auditor containing the reason why it was rejected. But this order 
shall extend to no person applying for a pension. 
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44, When any petition or bill founded on опе, is rejected, such 
petition shall not be withdrawn but the petitioner or member pre- 
venting his petition or any member from the county or corporation 
in which the petitioner resides may without leave withdraw any 
document filed therewith anda list of all documents so withdrawn 
shall be preserved by the Clerk. АП petitions not finally acted on 
шау with the aeeompanying documents be in like manner with- 
drawn after the expiration of the session at which they were pre- 
sented, 

45, No petition shall be read in the Senate unless particularly 
required by some member, but every member presenting one shall 
announce the name of the petitioner, the nature of the application, 
and whether.in his opinion, a similar applicaton hax been made 
before by said petitioner. Не shall also endorse on the back of the 
petition his own name as a pledge that it is drawn in respectful lan- 
guage, whereupon it shall be delivered to the Clerk by whom it 
shal] be laid before the proper committee. 

40. The committee to examine the Clerk’s office shall see that all 
papers belonging thereto are properly filed. Jabelled-and put away 
in the presses, and that the books belonging to the осе are chro- 
nologically arranged, and shall make an annual report thereo! to 
the Senate. 

47. The Clerks of the Senate and House of Delegates may inter- 
change messages at such time between the hour of adjournment, 
and that of meeting on the following day as that the said messagee 
шау be read immediately after the orders ої the day. 


